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Our goals for today: 

To share highlights from the 

Synthesis Report and 

officially wrap-up our current 

assessment process. 

1) The National Assessment Process

• Some context
• How we completed the reports
• What was new this cycle

2) The Synthesis Report

• Overview (Key messages and findings)
• Highlights and reflections

3) Your input (Mentimeter)

4) Q’s and A’s 

5) Wrap-up
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Credible, useful and decision-relevant products that synthesize existing 

knowledge on climate change risks, opportunities and adaptation

Assessment goals:

• Raise awareness of issues

• Provide a foundation for decision-making

• Build capacity on adaptation through the 

assessment process

Climate change assessments inform decisions 

Our decisions today will determine the degree 

of future climate changes and our resilience to climate risks. 
NRCan-CCIAD has been leading the 

assessment process on climate change impacts 

and adaptation since the mid-2000’s.
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We launched the collaborative process back in 2017…

20 
Advisory 

Committee 
Members

300+
 Expert 

Reviewers

(10,000+ review 
comments)

280+

Contributing 
Authors 

52 
Lead 

Authors
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…with an ambitious 6 report cycle. 
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What was 
new in this 

Assessment 
process?

• Enhanced engagement and communications 
before, during and after release

• A suite of products rather than a single report

• Layers of information to address needs of 
different audiences

• Stronger inclusion of multiple sources of 
knowledge, including Indigenous Knowledge

• Explicit discussion of knowledge gaps and 
emerging issues

• Designed for digital delivery (changingclimate.ca) 
with interactive figures, videos and searchability. 
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Thank you to all 

Coordinating Lead  

Authors and Advisory 

Committee Members

7 years, many meetings, pivoting for the pandemic, detailed and diverse discussions and 

debates, abundant emails, support and encouragement, reviews, reviews, reviews
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PART II: The Synthesis Report 
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1. Climate change impacts—and adaptation actions—are 

particularly evident in certain critical sectors and ecosystems.

2. Canada’s economy is affected by the large and rising costs 

of these impacts.

2. Rapid, informed and coordinated action is needed to close 

Canada's large adaptation gap. 

TAKEAWAY MESSAGES
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1. Canada’s ageing infrastructure is at high risk 

from climate change 

2. Climate change is harming our health 

3. Our food and natural resources are highly 

climate-sensitive

We also see some of the greatest potential for adaptation, as 

well as action on adaptation, in these sectors

We see high evidence of impacts in certain sectors

Add health photo

Add forestry photo
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4. The business case for adaptation is strong. 

5. Nature-based approaches save money and 

provide many benefits. 

6. Improved incentives and coordination can help 

close Canada’s adaptation gap.

There is a strong and growing case for adaptation
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7) Local-level adaptation plays a leading role in 
our climate change response. 

8) Self-determined and Indigenous-led climate 
action supports reconciliation.

9) Adaptation can promote equity.

10) Now is the time for the private sector to step 
up on adaptation.

Good practices and approaches have emerged
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Part III: Highlights and 
Reflections

• Climate change risks to 
health and adaptation 
action (Peter Berry)

• Changes in Canada’s 
climate (Elizabeth Bush)

• Knowledge gaps and 
emerging issues (Kristen 
Walsh)
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Climate Change Risks to Health in Canada

Climate Change 

Risks to Health

In Canada

https://changingclimate.ca/synthesis/

https://changingclimate.ca/synthesis/
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CCHA Information Products

nccih@unbc.ca
https://nccih.ca/Publications/lists/Publications/FS-

Climate-Change-Health-Impacts-EN-Web-002.pdf

https://changingclimate.ca/health-in-a-changing-climate/newsroom/ 

https://trello.com/b/CBWexNZ0/the-health-of-canadians-in-a-

changing-climate-advancing-our-knowledge-for-action

mailto:nccih@unbc.ca
https://nccih.ca/Publications/lists/Publications/FS-Climate-Change-Health-Impacts-EN-Web-002.pdf
https://nccih.ca/Publications/lists/Publications/FS-Climate-Change-Health-Impacts-EN-Web-002.pdf
https://changingclimate.ca/health-in-a-changing-climate/newsroom/
https://trello.com/b/CBWexNZ0/the-health-of-canadians-in-a-changing-climate-advancing-our-knowledge-for-action
https://trello.com/b/CBWexNZ0/the-health-of-canadians-in-a-changing-climate-advancing-our-knowledge-for-action
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The Climate Science Foundation

‘Canada’s Changing Climate Report’ provided the 

physical science foundation for the ‘Synthesis Report’

• Canada’s climate is changing, with changes 

documented in the atmosphere, on land and in the 

surrounding oceans.

• Regional differences exist, and are important for 

informing adaptation plans

2019

2022
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The Climate Science Foundation

Trends and Projections Table

New addition that summarizes 

observed and future changes in key 

variables:

• Average and extreme 

temperature and precipitation

• Snow, ice, and permafrost

• Seasonal stream flow

• Ocean properties

• Sea level rise

Results for Canada: CCCR

Global results: IPCC

Level of confidence indicated by 

colour-coding
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Emerging Issues and Knowledge Gaps

Addressing knowledge gaps requires work at the intersection of 
adaptation and:

• Agriculture

• Climate change communication

• Community-level adaptation

• Emergency management

• Climate change mitigation 

• Data, projections and flood 
mapping

• Economics of adaptation

• Social resilience and equity

• Indigenous-led adaptation

• Ecosystems and nature-based 
approaches 

• Human health

• International considerations

• Monitoring, evaluating and 
assessing adaptation progress

• Natural resource extraction

• Water resources



UNCLASSIFIED - NON CLASSIFIÉ

Emerging Issues and Knowledge Gaps
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Your turn to provide input

Please go to www.menti.com on your mobile 
device or open a new window in your browser.

CODE: 8825 2496 

Or join by Scanning the QR Code below with 
your phone: 

http://www.menti.com/
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• Next assessment cycle is already 
underway:

– NRCan will continue to lead the climate 
change adaptation and impacts 
assessments. Scoping activities are 
almost complete (Virtual Scoping 
Workshop June 11th!).

– Health Canada is scoping for the next 
Assessment cycle, which will involve a 
child and youth chapter.

– ECCC-led Climate science report well 
underway, planned completion- 2025/2026

User 

Survey 

(English)

User 

Survey 

(French)

Thank you!

Next Steps- 2023-2028 Assessment Process

https://climateriskinstitute.ca/2024/05/22/workshop-national-knowledge-assessment-virtual-scoping-workshop/
https://climateriskinstitute.ca/2024/05/22/workshop-national-knowledge-assessment-virtual-scoping-workshop/
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