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Agenda

11:00-11:05 Introductions

11:05-11:20 Presentation of Research, ACT

11:20-11:30 Guest Speaker: Grant Fahlgren

11:30-11:40 Guest Speaker: Katherine Howard

11:40-12:00 Q&A and Closing Remarks
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Land Acknowledgement

Please consider whose lands you are 

on.

Source: native-land.ca
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Context and Definitions

Low Carbon Resilience (LCR)

Integrated strategies that reduce greenhouse gas emissions (mitigation) and 

vulnerability to climate change impacts (adaptation) while achieving a range 

of co-benefit opportunities from climate action. 

Source: Tolsma, K. Harford, D., (2019). Low Carbon Resilience Interventions Case Studies at the Building, Neighbourhood and Community Levels. Simon Fraser 

University.
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Synergies and Co-Benefits of an LCR Approach

Image: Tolsma and Harford, 2019
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Co-Benefits for Equity and Green Infrastructure

Image: Tolsma and Harford, 2019
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Context and Definitions

Equity
ǒ The fair treatment, access, opportunity, and advancement 

for all people while striving to identify and eliminate barriers 

that have prevented the full participation of some groups

ǒ Action requires an understanding of the root causes of 

social outcome disparities 

ǒ Improvements need to increase justice within the 

procedures and processes of institutions or systems, as well 

as in their distribution of resources

Source:  Kapila, M., Hines, E., & Searby, M. (2016, October 6). Why Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Matter. Independent Sector. 

https://independentsector.org/resource/why-diversity-equity-and-inclusion-matter/
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Context and Definitions

Green Infrastructure (GI)
ñA strategically planned network of natural and semi-natural areas 

with other environmental features designed and managed to deliver a 

wide range of ecosystem servicesô in both rural and urban settingsò

Source: European Environment Agency. (2017, March 29). What is green infrastructure? ð European Environment Agency. 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/sustainability-transitions/urban-environment/urban-green-infrastructure/what-is-green-infrastructure 8



GI and LCR

ǒ Biodiversity and improved habitats

ǒ Reduced emissions

ǒ Reduced burden on grey infrastructure

ǒ Improved water quality

ǒ Reduces impacts of flooding and extreme 

heat

ǒ Local food security

ǒ Health and wellbeing

ǒ Carbon sequestration
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GI Benefits for COVID

ǒGreen recovery

ǒAccessibility

ǒHuman health/wellbeing

ǒCommunity building

ǒLocal food security
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Equity Issues 

ǒ Lack of affordable, climate-

resilient housing

ǒ Uneven climate and health 

impacts

ǒ Increasing epidemics and 

pandemics in a changing climate

ǒ Unequal access to green space

ǒ Energy poverty

ǒ Redlining 
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GI, Equity, and Green Recovery

ǒ No climate action without climate 

justice

ǒ Equitable distribution of benefits

ǒ Proactive policy for healthier, 

resilient communities 

ǒ Increase in green infrastructure 

needs to be thoughtfully planned

12



GI and Equity: Example Challenge

ñGreening development paid for with public money 

[can become] a motor for speculation on the private marketò

- Fred Burrill, Saint-Henri Resident, Quebec

Image: https://trekfit.ca/images/parks/_1920x822_crop_center-center_none/TREKFIT_COLLECTEURSTPIERRE_4.jpg
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https://trekfit.ca/images/parks/_1920x822_crop_center-center_none/TREKFIT_COLLECTEURSTPIERRE_4.jpg


Inspiring Solutions

Edmonton, Alberta
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Pop-Up Community Gardens Pilot

ǒ Championed and cared for by the 

City of Edmonton during Covid

ǒ Increasing local food security

ǒ 350 garden plots across 30 

locations

ǒ Dispersed throughout the city

ǒ Selection based on proximity to 

grocery stores and number of 

multi-family dwellings

Image : 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1c02wrBtlnT2OKBR44xxxgtjEt_AnjXzg&ll=53.5

2651532544933%2C-113.4784491089964&z=11
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1c02wrBtlnT2OKBR44xxxgtjEt_AnjXzg&ll=53.52651532544933,-113.4784491089964&z=11


Inspiring Solutions

11th Street Bridge Project, Washington DC

Image Source: https://www.cnu.org/publicsquare/2019/10/16/partnership-dc-focuses-minimizing-displacement-ahead-bridge-park
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https://www.cnu.org/publicsquare/2019/10/16/partnership-dc-focuses-minimizing-displacement-ahead-bridge-park


11th Street Bridge Project

CentringEquity

ǒ Non-profit BBAR that collaborated with the DC Department of Planning

ǒ Equitable Development Plan

ƺ Workforce development

ƺ Small business enterprises

ƺ Housing

ƺ Arts & Culture

ǒ Budget for food, childcare, and stipends for stakeholders

ǒ Harnessed community wisdom and divergent perspectives

ǒ Built trust through early,meaningful, and continuousinvolvement that 

acknowledged existing and historic injustice

Image Source: https://bbardc.org/the-park/ 17

https://bbardc.org/the-park/


11th Street Bridge Project

Lessons Learned

ǒ Act (very) early

ǒ Collaborate with regional or national champions doing similar work

ǒ Centre equity as a core priority in all levels of decision-making, 

including: 

ƺ Staff and hiring practices

ƺ Volunteers

ƺ Board of Directors

ǒ Paid engagement

ǒ Acknowledge intersections

ƺ Housing and employment

ǒ Measurable goals

ǒ Project is iterative, not static

Image Source: https://bbardc.org/the-park/ 18

https://bbardc.org/the-park/


Conclusion 

Our post-pandemic challenge will not only be to preserve the last remaining natural places, but to create 

more of them, especially in citiesñand to make sure all children and adults, not just a few, receive the 

gifts of nature.

- Rich Louv, Author + Founder of the Children & Nature Network,April 1 Op-Ed for REI
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https://www.rei.com/blog/stewardship/op-ed-finding-nature-and-each-other
https://www.rei.com/blog/stewardship/op-ed-finding-nature-and-each-other


Grant Fahlgren

Grant Fahlgren is a member of Wabigoon Lake Ojibway 

Nation, a Project Designer at PFS Studio, and the Chair of the 

Reconciliation Advisory Committee of the Canadian Society of 

Landscape Architects. 

While completing his Masters of Landscape Architecture he 

became the first Canadian to receive the National Olmsted 

Scholarship for his graduate work focusing on adaptations to sea 

level rise informed by traditional knowledge. 

His research has expanded into his professional practice where 

he works on community planning projects in collaboration with 

Indigenous communities. 
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Common Ground: Green Infrastructure and 

Reconciliation

Presented by Grant Fahlgren ïPFS Studio, UBC SALA

21



Credit: AlenWoodliffe

Walpole Island First Nation and Rt. Hon. Herb Gray Parkway

Credit: Grant Fahlgren

Credit: Walpole Island First Nation
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Credit: Walpole Island First Nation

Walpole Island First Nation and Rt. Hon. Herb Grey Parkway
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Credit: Infrastructure ontario

Walpole Island First Nation and Rt. Hon. Herb Gray Parkway
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Musqueam Marsh

Project Site

25



MusqueamMarsh

Credit: Vancouver Archives Credit: Bing Maps
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MusqueamMarsh
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MusqueamMarsh
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MusqueamMarsh
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MusqueamMarsh

Credit: Nancy Turner

Typical Marsh

Marsh with Estuarine Gardens
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MusqueamMarsh
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Indigenous Peoples Garden at Assiniboine Park

Credit: KristhineGuerrero

32


